Key concepts of DB Change Manager

® Understanding jobs and scripts in DB Change Manager
® Understanding the DB Change Manager User Interface

Understanding jobs and scripts in DB Change Manager
DB Change Manager uses the concept of a job to organize reusable processes. A job uses objects of the following types:

® Data source. A data source is a data repository or database.

® Configuration standard. A standard is a customized set of properties with threshold operators that help you create optimal configurations
against which you can compare other data source configurations.

® Schema or configuration archive. An archive is a snapshot of a configuration or schema.

You can use this archive to compare against other schemas or configurations.
There are two types of jobs in DB Change Manager:

® Object creation jobs. Some jobs create objects that are used in other jobs. You use a job to create configuration standards and archives.
® Comparison jobs. Processes source and target objects and provides information describing their similarities and differences. This comparison is
then used to generate SQL scripts. A comparison job can be of the following types:
© Data comparison. Looks at the data repositories of two data sources and determines their differences. You can use this information to
determine whether to update a target data source.
© Data masking. A special kind of data comparison job that creates a copy of sensitive data, which masks the true values of specified
fields.
© Configuration comparison. Determines whether the configuration settings between a source and a target are the same. This
information helps you quickly diagnose problems.
© Schema comparison. Lets you compare the schemas of different data sources or archives. It helps you manage schema changes
through development, testing, and production cycles.

Once it has run a comparison job, DB Change Manager can generate an SQL synchronization script that can update target data, configurations, or
schemas. You can modify a script before you run it. For example, you can use a DB Change Manager script to synchronize data between development
and testing environments. Once you are comfortable with the job’s specifications, you can let it automatically run the script and synchronize the data.

You can group jobs and scripts into projects, which are visible in the Project explorer and in the Navigator view. The Navigator view provides a way to inter
act with files in a source control system.

Understanding the DB Change Manager User Interface

The Workbench is the DB Change Manager development environment. It provides you with an interface to create, manage, and navigate comparison jobs tl
rough interaction with views, editors, and menus. If you are familiar with Eclipse you will recognize many elements of the interface.
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The Welcome Page is the first screen you see when you initially launch the application. The screen provides links to information that may be of value to new
users.

Views help you navigate a hierarchy of information, open editors, or display the properties of various application elements. For example, the Data Source E
xplorer view provides a tree of all data sources in the environment and the comparison jobs associated with each. You can launch these jobs directly, modif
the connection properties of data sources, or create and edit configuration archives from the view.

Editors help you perform various tasks, such as running a job. For example, you use the Schema Comparison Job editor to define and execute schema
comparison jobs.

The Menu Bar and Command Toolbar options provide various functions, such as launching views and editors, navigating, and setting preferences.
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